VIETNAM BLUE WATER NAVY VETERANS

Disability benefits available
to those serving offshore

Agent Orange Exposure In the Republic of
Vietnam Waters (Blue Water Navy)

Blue Watar Mavy Veterans are now entitied to a prasumip-
than of service conmection for conditlons related to Agent
{Drange exposure. This extansion of tha presumption & 2
result of PUbDBc Law 116-73. the Blus ‘Wakter Navy ¥etnam
Veterans At of 2019, signed Into [2w on June 25, 2015,
The law takes affact tanuary 1, 2020,

The law states that Velerans aboand 3 vessal ﬂpﬁ?ﬂﬂg
mat more than 12 nautical milles seawarnd from the demar-
catkon Ine of the waters of Wistnam and Cambodla a5
defned In Public Law 116-23, between January 9, 1962,
and May 7, 1975, are presumed to have been exposed
to herbicldes such as Agent Orange and may be antl-
tied to service connection for condltions related o that
BXDOSUTE.

To be entitied to disabillty compensation banefits, these
Veterans must have one or mora of the condItians asso-
Clated with Agent Orange exposure that are Isked In 26
Code of Federal Reguiations section 2,306

How do | file a clalm for disabllity
compensation?
= Apply anline using www.va,gov, OR
« Wiork with an acoredited representative or agent,
OR

= G0 aYA reglonal office and have a VA
emiployes assit you. You can find your ragional
offica on our Fadilty Locator page.

« 5tate on your appllcation that you are Niing for
ona of tha presumed Agent Orange conditions.

What conditions are related to Agent
Orange exposure?
Agent Orange presumptive conditions ans:

« AL amyloldasls

= (Chioracne, or other acne fom disease oonsstent
with chlorame

= (Chronic B-cell ieukemias
DHabeies medllius, Type 2
IsChemic heart diseass

Hoogkin lymphoma, formerty Known as
Hoogkir's disease

Non-Hodgkin lymphama
«  Multiple myeloma
Parkinsons diseass
Peripheral neuropathy, aary-onset
PorpyTia cutanea tarda
Prostate Camcer
« Resplrabory cancers {ung, bronchius, lanm or
trachss)
«  Spft-flssue sarooma [pther tham osteosar-

comia, chondrosarooma, Kapos!'s sanooma, or
mesothellomal

» Incluga any evidence you have of sarvice In
the affshore waters of the Repubiic of Vietnam
during the required timeframe. Include the
riame{s) of the ship(s) and the dateis) you crossed
within 12 nautical miles of the Repubilc of Yiet-
riam, If you have that information.

«  Prowide medical evidence showing a dlagnasis of
a currant Agent Orange presumptive condition
or tell s WhETe you are being treated.
For more Information on how to apply and for tps on
miaking sure your ciskm Is ready 1o be processed by VA,
visit gur Disabliity Compensation web page. Wy 2.00v



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Do I need to prove contact with Agent Orange?

No. You don’'t need to show that you came Into contact
with Agent Orange. Congress has provided that conal-
tions on the Ist of presumptive diseases will be ceemed
to have been caused by contact with Agent Orange
through service In the Republic of Vietnam, Inciuding
offshore waters as cafined Dy the Blue Water Navy Act of
2019.

What will be the effective date for benefits for Blue
Water Navy Veteran daims?

Presumptive Agent Orange conditions granted for Biue
Water Navy Veterans will generally be payabie from the
date VA received your onginal ciaim. ¥f you had 3

previously denled ciaim and you resubmit your claim, the
effective date will be determined on 3 case-Dy-Case basis.

When do the Blue Water Navy presumptions go Into
effect?

The Blue Water Navy Act of 2019 will take affect on Janu-
ary 1, 2020. Veterans can flie clalms at any time, and they
will be decided after the aw Is iImplemented. Blue Water
Navy claims and appeals currently In process have baen
placed on hoid (stayed) untll the new rules go into effect.

How will the previously denled clalms be handied?

If you had an Agent Orange clalm with one or more
presumptive conditions denled in the past, you are
urged to file a new supplemental clalm on VA Form
20-0955, Decision Review Request: Supplemental Caim.
Provice any new and relevant information regarding
YOur ciaim such as dates you believe your ship traveled
within 12 nautical miies of the Republic of Vietnam, or
updated medical Information. Claims that are currently
In the VA review process or under appeal will be
reviewed under the new poicy.

If a Blue Water Navy Veteran has not applied for ben-
ents In the past, but would like to apply now will the
presumption of exposure be extended to them?

Yes, VA will apply the provisions of the law to Biue Water
Nawy Vietnam Veterans who file new ciaims based on
presumption of exposure to Agent Orange.

What happens If the Veteran dies before his or her
claim Is decided?

If the claimant dles while his or her Ciaim Is pending, 3

living cependent, such as 3 spouse or child, may fie a
request to be substituted as the claimant.

May the surviving spouse of a Blue Water Navy
Veteran who passed away from a condition related
to Agent Orange exposure, and who was previously
denled compensation for such condition, become
entitied to Dependency and Indemnity Compensa-
tion (DIC)?

If the Veteran sarved on a Navy or Coast Guard ship that
that operated not more than 12 nautical miles from the
OGemarcation line of the waters of Vietnam and Cambodia
as denined In the Blue Water Navy Act of 2019 and the
Cause of death was from 2 condition related to exposure
to Agent Orange, then VA may award entitiement to DIC
on that basks.

Where can | get additional Information on disability
compensation for Agent Orange?
Veterans with questions about benefts or filing a caim

can visit the VA Agent Orange website NHps-/www.
va.gowdisabiity/ebgibiiity/hazardous-matertals exposure/
agent-orange/ They can aiso cail the disabiiity benefts
call center at 800-827-1000.




