
WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT 
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

TRI-CITIES TOWN HALL

David Puente, Director
DavidP@dva.wa.gov 

Solomon Gilbert, Deputy Director
Solomon.Gilbert@dva.wa.gov

mailto:DavidP@dva.wa.gov
mailto:solomon.gilbert@dva.wa.gov


AGENDA

• Introduction
• WA State Veterans 

Cemetery, Medical Lake
• Current State
• Requirements
• Limitations/Challenges
• Ask
• Conclusion





INTRODUCTION AND TODAY’S GOAL

Determine whether the Veterans Community supports the 
establishment of a State Veterans Cemetery in the Greater Tri-Cities 
area. 

The Cemetery would serve an estimated 46,000 Veterans and their 
families from Southeast/South Central Washington in collaboration 
with the National Cemetery Administration’s Cemetery Grants 
Program.



WSVC MEDICAL LAKE, CURRENT STATE

• Current Operations
• Service Hours 8am to 4pm, Mon – Fri   
• 900+ Interments Annually 
• Preneed & Interment Scheduling 



WSVC MEDICAL LAKE

• Provides for Burial needs of 
Veterans & Family Members

• 10K interments since 2010
• Source of Civic Pride –  

Respected  Shrine to those 
Laid to Rest here

• Interments – Ratio
• Estimated capacity 65+ yrs



WSVC MEDICAL LAKE



WSVC, MEDICAL LAKE FUNDING

AFLP (08V)
 $2,488,401 

51%Federal
 $1,720,863 

35%

State
 $442,166 

9%

Family Member Fee
 $233,453 

5%

Washington Veterans Cemetery Funding, 2020-2023

AFLP (08V) Federal State Family Member Fee



STATE VETERANS CEMETERY, MEDICAL LAKE

21702 West Espanola Rd 
Medical Lake, WA

• Licensing Office
• Eligibility: Vet or Family Member
• Qualifying Documents: Mil ID, DD214, 

or declaration attesting relationship
• RCW 46.18.210
• Multiple Tags Allowed

Armed Forces License Plates help support the State Veterans Cemetery
$28 from the sale or renewal of each Armed Forces License Plate are directed to 
operating and maintaining the state veteran’s cemetery, and to providing programs, 
and services for veterans without homes, and other activities that benefit veterans



CEMETERY COST COMPARISON
Private Cemetery Estimates
Plot:  $1K – $9K

Open/Close Grave: $350 – $3K (Nat’l avg. = $1,250)

Grave Liner/Vault: $700 – $7K

Monument: $500 – $3K
Setting Fee – $150 to $450

Perpetual Cemetery Care: trust funds (annual or 
one time, $X00 or 5%-15% of plot purchase price)

WSVC
Plot:   Veteran – no fee

Family member – $300
Note: subject to increase 

Open/Close: no fee

Grave Liner/Vault: provided 

Govt. Monument: provided
Setting Fee – none

Perpetual Cemetery Care: provided

VA Burial earned benefit saves families large 
burial expenses 



VETERANS LEGACY MEMORIAL
VLM.cem.va.gov



TRI-CITIES AREA VETERAN POPULATION

• WDVA and VA are 
committed to developing a 
cemetery in South Central 
WA  

• Facility will serve 46K 
Veterans

• Estimated to support 400 
interments annually

• Classifies as a medium size 
cemetery within the grant 
funding program



WSVC TRI-CITIES 
Planning Phases
• Feasibility Study 
• NCA Grant Preapplication 
• Land Acquisition
• Finalize Grant Requirements
• Award – Design, Build
• Dedication



REQUIREMENTS
Primary requirement for a state veterans Cemetery is that 
all cemeteries established under the grant program must 
conform to VA-prescribed standards and guidelines for site 
selection, planning and construction.

• Title to the cemetery; land must be vested in the state
• The cemetery should consider a 50-year life span at minimum  
• Access to public infrastructure and utilities
• The VA Grant Program develops properties incrementally



FUTURE PROJECT MILESTONES AND 
CONSIDERATIONS

• Land Acquisition
• State Capital Funding – for land acquisition and construction
• Federal VA Grant Application & Award
• Secure Operational Funding Source(s)
• Community Support – Volunteers, Projects or Amenities 



ASK

• Community Support
• Identify Property
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