Stakeholder Convening: Child Care for Military Families

March Topic: Navigating Resources
Tuesday, March 11, 2025; 9:30-10:30 am PST
Virtual Event
Meeting Notes

Topic Overview:

The March Convening focused on Navigating Resources. Attendees discussed what childcare
resources are available for military families and how to best direct them to the resource that suits
them best? Military child care programs as well as state child care subsidies, navigation services,
and preschool programs were discussed. Breakout discussions focused on brainstorming child
care resources and how local communities can develop roadmaps to help service providers and
military families collate the resources available to them to access and afford child care.

Introductions:

The meeting had 17 attendees. Attendees introduced themselves in the chat. 10 states were
represented with attendees from state agencies, nonprofit organizations, Department of Defense,
military installations, service branches, and military families.

Panel Conversation:
* Jennifer Holliday, Alabama Military Family Liaison (moderator)
* Olivia Burley, Washington State Military Spouse Liaison
* Janaty Carana, Child Care Aware of Washington
* Kayla Corbitt, Operation Child Care Project
* Jason Ramynke, Washington State Department of Children, Youth & Families
* DeAngelo Woods, Joint Base Lewis-McChord CYS Coordinator

- Anoverview of MilitaryChildCare.com was provided and the importance of partners
referring military families here as a starting point to find child care.
www.militarychildcare.com

- Military-operated child care programs at Joint Base Lewis-McChord were outlined, including
Child Development Centers, Family Child Care homes, and School Age Care options. Joint
Base Lewis-McChord’s involvement in the Washington State Child Care for Military Families
Workgroup was outlined. Child Care :: Joint Base Lewis-McChord :: US Army MWR

- Theresource and referral services offered through the Child Care Aware of Washington
Family Center were discussed and how families access these services.
https://childcareawarewa.org/family-services/

- Working Connections, Washington State’s child care subsidy program, was reviewed with
income eligibility highlighted, including how military Basic Allowance for Housing income is
notincluded in income calculations. The monthly copay maximum for the state program
was also discussed. Working Connections Child Care | Washington State Department of
Children, Youth, and Families



http://www.militarychildcare.com/
https://jblm.armymwr.com/programs/child-care
https://childcareawarewa.org/family-services/
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/services/earlylearning-childcare/getting-help/wccc
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/services/earlylearning-childcare/getting-help/wccc

- Operation Child Care Project’s child care navigation services for military families were
discussed. HOME | OCC Project

- Washington State has developed a resource called the Washington State Military Child Care
Road Map which was shared with attendees. Stakeholder Convening: Child Care for
Military Families | WDVA

Breakout Discussion:

What should be taken into consideration about a family’s care needs before referring them to
aresource?

- Breakout groups discussed children’s age, household income, geography, special needs
considerations, family work schedules, deployment impacts, number of children in the
family, center-based/family child care/in-home care options as factors to consider when
making child care resource referrals.

What is currently utilized in your area that is similar to this roadmap? If there is not a
comprehensive roadmap, can one be created? Are additional stakeholders needed?
- Breakout groups identified the following:
o Thereis ageneral lack of comprehensive resources compiled in one place for
military families related to child care.
o Local communities could benefit from compiling comprehensive resource
information for military families.
o Stakeholders at the local, state, and installation level should be included when
creating a resource map of child care resources for military families.

Wrap-Up:
- Next Meeting: April 11, 2025 @ 9:30am PST
Please share your feedback about this meeting: https://forms.office.com/g/724UWcBNLG

Visit https://www.dva.wa.gov/childcarestakeholders for information about this meeting series.
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