Stakeholder Convening: Child Care for Military Families
June Topic: Determining Population Size and Understanding Need
Tuesday, June 10, 2025; 9:30-10:30 am PST
Virtual Event
Meeting Notes

Topic Overview:

The June Convening focused on Determining Military Child Population Size and Determining Child
Care Need in Your Community. Attendees discussed datasets that can help communities
understand military family demographics/population size and determine childcare need for military
families; what entities are already calculating population size and child care need in communities;
and what steps communities can take to quantify childcare need and understand the
demographics and population of military children.

Introductions:

The meeting had 15 attendees. Attendees introduced themselves in the chat. 8 states were
represented with attendees from state agencies, nonprofit organizations, Department of Defense,
military installations, service branches, and military families.

Panel Conversation:
* Jennifer Holliday, Alabama Military Family Liaison (moderator)
* Kayla Lafond, Virginia Military Spouse Liaison
* Brian Berman, Data Dissemination Specialist, U.S. Census Bureau
* Olivia Burley, Washington State Military Spouse Liaison

- Kayla Lafond shared an overview of the demographics dashboard interactive profile of the
military community that is located at https://demographics.militaryonesource.mil/ . The
dashboard allows searching by service branch and state to determine the number of
children ages 0-5 in the geography.

- Brian Berman with the U.S. Census Bureau provided information on Census Bureau data
and American Community Survey datasets that show number of children in smaller
geographies, including PUMA (Public Use Microdata). For more information, contact
Brian.L.Berma@census.gov.

- Olivia Burley shared a child care need formula which is comprised of children ages 0-5 in
single service member families, dual military families, and military families with a civilian
working spouse that is used to determine the number of child care slots needed in
communities.

Breakout Discussion:

What additional datasets can help communities understand military family
demographics/population size and determine childcare need for military families?
- Hours of operation (gaps)


https://demographics.militaryonesource.mil/
mailto:Brian.L.Berma@census.gov

- Military Family Research Institute from Purdue

- Request data on how many are utilizing Military OneSource

- Pilot programs for National Guard

- EFMP Families

- Spouses looking for work

- Offinstallation provider capacity accepting MCCYN

- #of Licensed providers that have non-traditional hours

- Definition of “need” including expecting families (pregnant, adoption, etc)

Is anyone already doing this work in your community? Who or what organizations? Who else
should be included?

- Don’t know of organizations locally

- Operation Child Care Project

- Statewide childcare working group focused on military families and childcare
o Installations

MilitaryChildCare.com

Private providers

Licensing boards

State subsidy

School districts (pre-k)

Quality rating system (QRIS)

State military liaison

School liaisons

O O 0O O 0O 0O O O

What are next steps for your community to quantify childcare need and understand
demographics and population of military children?

- Share with wider networks that support defense communities
- Work on gathering data from installation partners and DoD

Wrap-Up:
- Next Meeting: July 8, 2025 @ 9:30am PST
Please share your feedback about this meeting: https://forms.office.com/g/swdE64UXW1

Visit https://www.dva.wa.gov/childcarestakeholders for information about this meeting series.
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