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STATE OF WASHINGTON

VETERANS AFFAIRS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

PO BOX 41150 « Olympia, Washington 98504-1150 « 360-725-2157

VAAC PLANNING MEETING

MEETING MINUTES

e Ron Black e Shawn Durnen

e Jerry Fugich e Ryan Morrison

e Cat Nichols e Vincent McDonald
e Jerry Cummins e Rep. Hunter Abell
e Chuck Whitman e David Puente

e Shellie Willis e Heidi Audette

e Bob Wallace e Sue LaVoie
August 13, 2025

3:00-5:00 PM

WDVA Office & Virtual via Teams

Welcome & Introductions
e Pledge of Allegiance
¢ Introductions of all present

Rep. Hunter Abell Intro
e Veteran
e Services NE Corner of Washington

e Goal is to hear from VAAC Members on the composition of
the VAAC and discuss HB 1541.

Discussion of HB 1541 notes:

e There is no language that excludes individuals, i.e.
incarcerated, lived experience, etc.

e |Incorporate lived experience and diverse background.

e All veterans are equal, fear carving out specific areas would
diminish the committee.

e If adding the National Guard, make should they served.

e Need to add Tribal

¢ Promote the VAAC more to get diversity message out and
promote the National Guard.

¢ Need to have veterans on the VAAC that represent all
Veterans.


https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=1541&Year=2025&Initiative=false

e Need to create an appeal with the veteran population that we
have not been able to serve.

As the VAAC currently stands:
e Must have 13 representatives that represent 13 different
VSO organizations.
Having challenge getting 13 VSO representatives
WDVA to continue working with legislators for 2026 session and
keep VAAC informed.

Nominations/Elections (new officers take over in September)

e Vote taken via email responses from those attending
virtually.

Handwritten vote for those in attendance

Shawn Durnen was voted in as Chair

Shellie Willis was voted in as Vice-Chair

New officers will take over beginning September 1, 2025

2025 Town Hall Debrief and Discussion of Issues related to
Veterans Services in WA State
¢ A VAAC Town Hall Planning and After-Action Report will be
sent to all attendees prior to the VAAC Town Hall.
e This should be used to record the following from both the
Community Visits as well as the Town hall
o Common Themes
o What went well
o Area for improvement
o Follow-up needed to include:
= Assigned to
» Resources needed
= Timeframe needed
= Date Completed

2026 Town Hall Schedule / Responsible VAAC Member
e March 18, 2026 — King/Snohomish/Pierce
o Bob Wallace
o Shellie Willis
e May 6, 2026 — Whitman
o Chuck Whitman
o Cat Nichols
e July 29, 2026 — Moses Lake/Grant
o Cat Nichols
o Jerry Cummins
e October 21, 2026 — Kitsap
o Shawn Durnen



o Jerry Fugich
December 2, 2026 — Auburn (David to call Mayor of Auburn)

2026 Community Visits - Discussion

Resource provider/community leader listening session in lieu
of individual community visits.

Looking at feedback from previous meetings to find different
ways to format.

More discussion when planning for 2026 for our process.

Upcoming 2025 Town Halls

Walla Walla — Oct. 22, 2025
o Jerry Cummins and Chuck Whitman leads
o Planning meeting set for 8/18/25.
o Location — VFW
o Sue to forward flyer

Subcommittee for Outstanding Service to Veterans Awards
(committee to meet early October to review nominations).

Shawn Durnen
Jerry Fugich
Ron Black
Chuck Whitman
Bob Wallace

Suggested nominations for Legislator of the 2025 Year

Rep. Clyde Shavers (D) for Bill related to Service Officers
Rep. Stephanie Barnard (R) for Bill on Property Tax relief for
Veterans

Senator Leonard Christian (R) for obtaining funding for a
replacement WDVA Veterans Home in Spokane.

Senator Marcus Riccelli (D) for obtaining funding for a
replacement WDVA Veterans Home in Spokane

Home Liaisons / activities

Shawn Durnen — WSH
o Allis going well
o Normal level of complaints
Bob Wallace — WVH
o Has met with Matt Lysobey
Cat Nichols — SVH
o Has met with Mark and he is amazing.
o Love working with the team
o Residents praise the staff, indicate they are surrounded
by angels
o Canceling meeting for this month.



e Jerry Cummins — WWVH
o Attended meeting last month
o Staff listen to residents intentionally

Good of the Order

¢ Need to have a conversation with Shawn and Shellie to
partner with VA to gain more attendance
Cat — support on the westside, Douglas, Grant or Whitman
Thank you to Ron for serving as Chair for the past 2 years.
Thank you to Chuck for serving as the Vice Chair.
VLC - Leg. reception at the Capitol 1/16/26.

Motioned to adjourn @ 4:26PM



