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July 2026 Update 
  

 

In March, we shared the preferred site for the State Veterans Cemetery, Tri-Cities project is a parcel in the 
City of Richland, in the Horn Rapids area off State Route 240. This parcel was reserved by the City in August 
2025 for a no-cost public purpose transfer to WDVA to build a State Veterans Cemetery. 

The pre-design study helped identify this as the preferred site by identifying factors such as: availability and 
access to water, ease of access and high visibility from the highway, serenity and site topography, and 
assurance of latecomer agreements that may offset higher up-front costs, which led to the selection of the 
Horn Rapids site. 

In addition, during the pre-design process, crews dug four test pits to determine suitability of the ground for 
the project. The site was reviewed to be sure it could handle the construction of buildings on site and that 
the risk of encountering boulders was low. The ground was also tested, and groundwater logs were 
reviewed to ensure the site was suitable for cemetery construction. 

The study examined how the buildings and program areas will fit on the site. The breakdown of program 
areas which will be housed in different buildings is as follows:  

• Public Information Area   
• Administrative Area    
• Honor Guard Area     
• Committal Shelter    
• Maintenance Area    
• Equipment Storage Area   
• Outdoor Storage Area    

 
Other site program elements are listed here: 

• Entry gate with sign 
• Paved roads and parking for access within 250’ of all public areas  
• Two staging areas for parking for services 
• Accessible sidewalks 
• Avenue of flags with 15’-30’ flagpoles 
• Assembly event area to accommodate 500 - 1,000 people (for large observances such as 

Memorial Day) 
• Burial areas subdivided into 1-acre sections 
• In-ground casket, crypt and cremains sites 
• Above-ground columbarium structures 
• Memorial garden for scattering of ashes 
• Memorial walk  
• Separate service entry from public entry 



While the new cemetery will be designed to ultimately encompass approximately 100 acres, the initial 
build-out will be approximately 25 acres.  The cemetery will expand over time as the initial phase fills and 
the need for additional area for remains. The first expansion is estimated to begin approximately 7-8 years 
from initial build-out; however, that timeframe is dependent on usage.  

The pre-design also performed an initial cultural resources review.  Historical records, a pedestrian survey, 
and 44 subsurface probes at intervals across the site were analyzed for evidence of precontact or historic-
era cultural materials or features.  No evidence was found in this study, and no historic properties are 
affected by this project.  There is still a risk for discovery of artifacts during construction given the land’s 
proximity to the Yakima River; therefore, an inadvertent discovery plan is advised for this project.   

WDVA has also initiated consultation requests with the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation, 
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation, and Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama 
Nation to ensure needs of Native American Veterans and their families are considered and that federal, 
tribal, and state archeological processes are honored. 

Next Steps: 

• Finalize predesign report and submit to the State Office of Financial Management (OFM). 
• Work with City of Richland on land transfer process. 
• Continue work with City of Richland on opportunities for federal funding and the latecomer 

agreement process. 
• Work with the Governor’s office and State Legislators on funding for land improvements and 10% 

state construction match. 
• Once land is owned by WDVA, funding is available for site improvements, and funding is available 

for the 10% construction match, WDVA will apply for the NCA State Veteran Cemetery Construction 
program grant which will fund 90% of the construction project. 

• The federal grant application for the cemetery funding is due July 1 of each calendar year. 

 

Stay tuned as we continue the journey to bring a State Veterans Cemetery to the Tri-Cities region! This is a 
multi-year process, and we invite you to stay connected throughout. 

For more information or questions, please contact us at: 

• Email: CemeteryTri-Cities@dva.wa.gov  

• Sign up for e-newsletter email updates 

• Keep track of progress at Future Tri-Cities Cemetery | WDVA 
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